
Staging – Set Design 
Creating Scenery that Generates Emotion or Imagination 

 
A set takes the audience on a visual journey by creating the world of the play. Everything on the stage, 
except for the actors and what they are wearing is a creation of the set designer. Sometimes stage sets 
and scenery are very literal, they look like real life; other times sets and scenery are styled for the 
imagination – the ‘how did they do that? reaction.  

Please enjoy these examples of set design ideas 
used in prior plays by New Artists Productions: 
Just click on them to enlarge and see the thought 
that went into each design. There is no correct way 
to design a set. It all comes from a vision or idea of 
the designer after reviewing the situation. It might 
look difficult or complicated at first, but once the 
rationale is discovered, you'll see why the designs 
were as they are.  

 

Whatever you can glean from the design ideas will 
get you that much closer to your end set piece. Have 
fun! 

The purpose of the set is to draw the audience into the 
play. For instance, a patron might think that a set 
looks like a room in their home. Other times the 
scenery is there to evoke a feeling about a place, or 
depicts no place in particular. The set might just be a 
pile of dirt, blue carpeting across the floor and up the 
walls. These are all in the choices the set designer makes to bring the story to the audience. 

Designers are challenged to bring the audience into the scene without moving the audience. They must 
think of ways to position the scenery and set objects to give the audience the best view. Unlike in a 
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movie where the camera directs the 'point of view' of the viewer, the theatrical set designer must make 
sure that each person in the audience gets the most impact possible. 

Some plays only have one set; others have several 
which are moved on and off the stage by the stage 
crew. Multiple sets create different perspectives for 
the audience in their understanding and 
appreciation of the play. 

The set designer works hand-in-hand with the 
lighting designer to make the visual impact for the 
audience meaningful and intended - lighting can 
make the set look beautiful, glorious, or terrible.  

Plus, the lighting designer has great ideas too - 
they watch the reading of the script, watch 
rehearsals, and follow the actors’ movements as 
intently as the director. So it is always a good idea 
to be friends with the lighting designer, for without 
them, no one would see the set.  

If you have any questions about Set Design or 
other topics, just send us an Email:   
naprod@yahoo.com 
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